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Cosimo's energies. The Medici have written their sign-manual
even upon the landscape of Tuscany. Few among the many
who look with pleasure on the gentle slopes of the Tuscan
hills, covered far and wide with those olive plantations whose
soft bluish-green tints add so much to the special beauty of
the landscape in Tuscany, realise that this great industry45
which now forms so large a part of that country's agricul-
tural life is due to Cosimo I, who introduced it as a portion
of his measures for improving the agricultural prosperity of
the country. Such things last when crowns, castles, and
Orders of the Golden Fleece have long passed away.

By these various measures Cosimo gradually welded Tus*
cany into a well-administered modern state and the leading
power in Italy, and they would have made his rule entirely
admirable had they not been combined with vindictive con-
duct towards all who opposed him, and a tyranny which
crushed out all independent spirit. It is observable that he
was to some extent conscious of his own limitations; tyrant
as he was, he would at times endeavour to adopt outwardly
something of the bonhomie and absence of formality which
was customary with his great ancestor, Lorenzo the Mag-
nificent; but the role was one alien to his character, and let
any presume to treat him in return with the freedom with
which they would have treated Lorenzo, and they at once
found Cosimo lapse into the cold and stiff demeanour natural
to one who ruled by fear alone and had no sympathy with
republican ways.

Among Cosimo's numerous successful efforts to promote
the manufactures of the country none was more important in
its results than his introduction of the Tapestry manufacture
(Arazzo), an industry which had hitherto been confined to
Flanders Being anxious to establish a manufactory for this
industry which should surpass all others, he founded the
Florentine Tapestry Manufactory, and by means of an ab-
normally high salary induced two Flemings, Nicholas Karcher